
"Like Everyone Else"
1 Samuel 8

The choice to be like everyone else pulls us away from God's purpose of setting us apart from 
everyone else as His people (1-6)

Samuel had served as the judge of Israel for the majority of his life. He had been faithful to the Lord, 
and in the past, he had been used by the Lord to turn the people of Israel away from serving idols like 
everyone else around them and to turn them back to serving the Lord alone (1 Samuel 7:3-4). However, time 
had passed. Samuel was getting older, and he was faced with the reality that he could no longer do the things 
that he used to do. His sons would be the natural choice for his replacement, so Samuel appointed them as 
judges over Israel. His sons, however, were not like Samuel. They were like everyone else outside of the 
nation of Israel. The people of Israel knew that Samuel's sons weren't like him, and they didn't want his sons 
judging them. Their solution was simple: They wanted to be more like some of the other nations around Israel. 
They wanted a king! Through Moses, God had already said that this was going to happen (Deuteronomy 
17:14), but the reason why is what's important. God's people were supposed to be set apart from everyone 
else. God's people were supposed to be different from everyone else. God was supposed to be the King of His 
people, and Israel's desire to be like everyone else was pulling them away from God's purpose of setting them 
apart from everyone else as His people.
1. In scripture there are examples of godly people who have children who are unfaithful to the Lord, and there 

are also examples of ungodly people who have children who are faithful to the Lord. What does this remind 
us about the importance of the choices of each generation? How can we help lead the next generation to 
the make the wise choices?

2. There will always be people around us who don't follow God but who appear to have things that we don't 
have and that we want in life. There will always be the temptation to be like everyone else around you in 
this world. When have you been tempted in this way?

3. The false hope that was at the foundation of their desire for a king was that somehow having a kingdom 
and being like other nations would solve all of their problems. In what ways do we still fall into this trap 
today, thinking that a new government, leader, or program is the solution that will fix our problems?

The choice to be like everyone else comes when we replace God with other things in our hearts (7-18)
The people were asking for a king! Samuel was upset about their request, so Samuel did what men of 

God do: He prayed. God's answer probably wasn't what Samuel was hoping to hear. God told Samuel to give 
the people a king! God allowed the people to make their choice because God knew that in their hearts the 
choice had already been made. From their actions, the people of Israel had revealed the reality that God had 
been set aside in their hearts. God wasn't going to force them to serve him, but He also wasn't going to protect 
them from the consequences of their choice not to serve Him. This is where the love and grace of God shows 
up. God could have just let the people make their choice and go. God could have not warned them at all. But 
like a good and loving Father who desires the best for His children, God didn't allow them to make the final 
choice without providing them with a warning and the facts about the choice that they were making. 
Specifically, he wanted them to know the result of their choice and the impact that it would make in their 
relationship with Him. He knew what choice they would make -- the choice had been made! -- but He still 
desired that they would desire to be set apart from everyone else as His people.



1. The Bible clearly teaches the sovereignty of God. We've seen His sovereignty in His redemptive plan from 
Adam to Abraham to Moses to today, but the Bible also clearly teaches the responsibility of man. While 
God is sovereign, man is also responsible for His choices and His actions. In this case, man makes a 
choice, and God gives man what he asks for because God knows the motive of man's heart. What should 
this example warn us to examine when we have something that we want to ask God for?

2. Samuel didn't agree with Israel appointing a king. Samuel knew that this choice was not the best choice for 
God's people, but God told Samuel to do it anyway. Can you imagine how hard it was for Samuel to have 
to do something like this that he didn't agree with? But he did it not primarily because the people asked him 
to but because God told him to do it. What does Samuel's actions remind us of when it comes to obedience 
to God in our lives?

3. God knew what the people would do, but he still wanted to warn them of the consequences of their choice. 
What a great picture of His love and grace. How does God still do this today, warning us of the 
consequences of our choices? How has this happened in your life? What does this tell you about God's 
love for you?

4. Verse 18 tells us that God told His people that He would not answer them in that day. What does He mean?
5. Is there anyone you know who is struggling with replacing God with other things in their life? Pray for them 

now. 

The choice to be like everyone else reveals the reality that we're no longer depending on God as our 
true King (19-22)

God warned Israel about the consequences of having an earthly king. A king would require taxes, 
service and servitude, and it did. The reality of these added burdens on the people of Israel wasn't enough to 
keep them from making the wrong choice, but what about their relationship with God? God made it clear that if 
they made their own bed, they'd have to sleep in it. He made it clear that He wasn't going to hear them and to 
come bail them out as soon as they realized the reality of their mistake. If knowing the burdens of having a king 
wouldn't get their attention, maybe knowing the damage of this choice to their relationship with God would get 
their attention. But it didn't. Their choice, in the face of all of the warnings from God in His grace and love, 
revealed one tragic truth: God's people were no longer depending on God as their true King. They were 
looking to a king in this world to fix their problems. They were looking to a king in this world to judge and make 
things right. They were looking to a king in this world to fight their battles and keep them safe. They were no 
longer looking to God as their true King! This choice would have devastating consequences for generations to 
come, because this choice didn't and never will change the fact that God is still on the throne. The choices of 
people don't impact the truth that God is the true King.
1. Verse 19 makes it clear that the people weren't listening. They had made up their minds, and it didn't 

matter what God said to them through Samuel because the decision had already been made. Have you 
ever done this in your life? Made up your mind on something, and regardless of what God's Word says 
about it, you're decision is made. Take a minute to share any experiences. Take time to pray for each other 
that God would protect us from deceit and stubbornness that leads to ignoring His Word in our lives.

2. In the first part of verse 20, what continues to be the main motive for the choice that the people made to 
appoint a king? In verse 20, in what ways is it clear that the people have replaced God as King in their 
hearts?

3. Take the 1 Samuel 8:19-20 challenge and answer these questions in your life with your group:
• Are you struggling with the temptation to be like everyone else or content in being set apart from everyone 

else as God's people?
• Is God the highest judge in your life?
• Do you look to God or your strength, resources, or government to provide ultimate protection and security 

in your life?
4. Based on your answers, who's God in your life? Pray that like Samuel, we would always keep God on the 

throne as Lord in our lives. It's always the reality whether we accept it or not!


